Smith and Denton, a duo of authors, grace
Friends’ 2019 Barnes & Noble bookfair [B&N uses ‘bookfair’ not book fair]
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The Friends’ Barnes & Noble bookfair on Dec. 14 was a great day for Nevada history. The event’s two guest speakers, authors  John L. Smith and Sally Denton, have written between them more than 20 books, mostly about Nevada history. Another special “guest” was the Friends’ dinosaur mascot, a pteranodon - as played by Western High teen volunteers in costume.

The Friends raised approximately $1,100 from the bookfair, more than our 2018 bookfair at the same B&N store, which raised about $800. On both occasions, Western students who belong to JNG - Jobs for Nevada’s Graduates - did complimentary giftwrap and took turns roaming the store aisles as a friendly pteranodon handing out holiday candies and bookfair vouchers.

According to Friends board member Jim Parish, our organization may try to hold two such bookfairs in 2020: another December fair at the same Summerlin store, as well as a springtime bookfair at the Barnes & Noble in Henderson.
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1. girl in santa hat at left, dino at right.
Caption: One Jobs for Nevada’s Graduates student, at left, helps with giftwrap while another plays the Friends’ dinosaur mascot. 

2. authors at table, audience to right.
Caption: At left, John L. Smith and Sally Denton to speak to a bookstore audience.

3. video of dinosaur mascot dancing
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