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Should art by a black artist be simply personal expression, or ought it also be “propaganda” on what it means to be black? 

Panel moderator Brent Holmes himself used the “P” term when kicking off the Feb. 15 discussion at Nevada State Museum, Las Vegas. The event was part of a photo exhibit and five-session panel series on building black identity and community in Las Vegas in which the museum celebrates Black History Month 2020.

The panelists who joined the state museum’s “Obsidian & Neon” discussion on black art that day delivered an array of thoughts on the mission-or-expression question. Though attendance was not particularly high, panelists and most audience members agreed the discussion was intense and worthwhile.

In the end, panelists came to the conclusion that the making of art is open to all comers. That children, in particular, should be exposed to art and encouraged to make their own. That regardless of who views any piece of art, that art comes in “layers.” And, according to panelist Ashanti McGee, a black person enjoying the work of a black artist may be able to grasp more layers of that work than others enjoying the same work.

Here are few excerpts from the lively, thought-provoking conversation.

CHASE R. McCURDY, a painter and artist who combines multiple disciplines, said, “My identity is for my solace, not your entertainment.” (Image of his art is from Las Vegas Clark County Library District blog)
[INSERT McCurdy dual image here]

KIM RUSSELL, education manager for The Smith Center and a teacher of creative writing, created a family history by compiling her parents’ love letters. She said art is “a way to share our culture, our stories, our history - and to figure out ... is this the right direction?" (Cover image of her book is from Amazon.com)
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Visual artist and activist ASHANTI McGEE said, "It's a way of speaking and a way of communicating, opening up about an experience and inviting people in." (Photo depicting an art installation that recreated McGee’s bedroom during her teen-age years is from April 2016 Las Vegas Review-Journal)
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VICKI RICHARDSON, who is both artist and founder/director of Left of Center Art Gallery, said art is “a way of speaking and a way of communicating, opening up about an experience and inviting people in." (Image of her art is from January 2019 Las Vegas Review-Journal)
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BRENT HOLMES, a multi-disciplinary artist and graphics artist, said, "Being black in America is political, inevitably." (Image of his art is from December 2012 Las Vegas Weekly)
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